
 
State of Vermont  

 Office of the Secretary of State  [phone]  802-828-2363  James C. Condos, Secretary of State  
 128 State Street                                                 https://sos.vermont.gov  Christopher D. Winters, Deputy Secretary  
 Montpelier, VT 05633-1101     

March 18, 2020 
For immediate release  
Contact: Eric Covey, 802-828-2148 
 

Secretary of State Jim Condos Announces COVID-19 Emergency Measures for Healthcare Workers and Pharmacies 
 

Montpelier, VT – Today Vermont Secretary of State Jim Condos announced measures taken by the Office of 
Professional Regulation (OPR) to address healthcare workforce shortages during the COVID-19 (novel coronavirus) 
pandemic, and to provide emergency guidance to pharmacies. 
 
To address a potential shortage of healthcare workers in Vermont, following the Governor’s issuance of a declared 
State of Emergency, OPR is issuing temporary licenses to healthcare workers and pharmacies. 
 
“My office is dedicated to creating the pathways to licensure necessary to ensure Vermont medical facilities have 
access to the qualified healthcare staff needed to serve Vermonters during this global pandemic,” said Secretary 
Condos. 
 
The Vermont Secretary of State’s Office of Professional Regulation has the authority to issue temporary licenses in a 
declared state of emergency under 3 V.S.A. §129(a)(10): 
 
§ 129. Powers of boards; discipline process 

(a) In addition to any other provisions of law, a board may exercise the following powers: 
[…](10) Issue temporary licenses during a declared state of emergency. The person to be issued a 
temporary license must be currently licensed, in good standing, and not subject to disciplinary 
proceedings in any other jurisdiction. The temporary license shall authorize the holder to practice in 
Vermont until the termination of the declared state of emergency or 90 days, whichever occurs first, 
as long as the licensee remains in good standing. Fees shall be waived when a license is required to 
provide services under this subdivision. 

 
The Office of Professional Regulation is a division of the Secretary of State’s office. 
 
“We’re working hard to confront the challenges faced by many of our regulated professionals, in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said OPR Director Lauren Hibbert. “I’m grateful for the efforts of our hardworking healthcare 
professionals to keep Vermonters healthy and safe. I want to assure Vermonters that my office will take every 
opportunity to do our part ensuring that healthcare workers can get licensed to confront this growing health crisis.” 
 
Secretary Condos also announced the creation of emergency guidance by OPR and the Vermont Board of Pharmacy, 
which clarifies OPR and Board of Pharmacy policies and interpretations, and provides recommendations to address 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Information, and instructions for obtaining a temporary license, can be found on the Secretary of State’s website. 
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